The role of big data
Big data related to healthcare allows us to find better responses to these questions and challenges. There is already a considerable amount of patient and healthcare data available, with much more on the horizon. This data, especially when different datasets are linked together, can make healthcare delivery more efficient and improve health outcomes. The collection and analysis of this data will also lead to a better understanding of human biology which, in turn, can facilitate research and the development towards more effective and personalized therapies for patients. Ultimately, this can lead to better quality of life and more affordable healthcare. One example is the HARMONY Alliance, established in January 2017. HARMONY is an unparalleled medicine offensive to battle hematologic malignancies (HMs) by using Big Data analyses. The 51 public and private partners are bringing together their best people, data, and knowledge to solve key questions on hematological cancers. HARMONY's short-term focus is 3-fold: offering an ethical and legal framework on the use of medical data, analyzing the first data on the platform, and defining standard sets of outcomes. The project has received funding through the Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI), Europe's largest public-private initiative aiming to speed up the development of better and safer medicines for patients.
EHA has played a major role in designing HARMONY and is eager to raise awareness about this ground-breaking initiative, connect stakeholders, and support all partners in the project by leading the Work Package on Communication, Dissemination, and Training. In addition, EHA is responsible for delivering a segment of a clinical and evidence-based framework on outcomes.
HARMONY has a deadline of 60 months to accomplish its goal of assembling, analyzing, harmonizing, and communicating comprehensive datasets (incorporated into a Big Data platform) on the treatment of HMs. Read more at: www.harmony-alliance. eu and follow HARMONY at @HarmonyEUNet.
Interested in subscribing to the HARMONY Alliance Newsletter? Send an email to: communications@harmony-alliance. eu. Click here to learn about more EU projects in which EHA has an active role.
